
T H E  E N E R G Y
T R I L E M M A
F A C I N G  S T A T E S

R E L I A B I L I T Y
Maintaining a reliable and secure supply
of electricity to residents and businesses is
vital to our way of life.

C O S T
Energy solutions must be economically
feasible to receive necessary buy-in from
key stakeholders.

E N V I R O N M E N T

The path forward must consider
environmental impacts, both in the short-
and long-term.

H O W  P U B L I C  P O L I C Y  C A N
H E L P

1. Plans that include flexibility in policies to
allow particular plants to be kept online for
reliability purposes.

2. Ensuring a diverse resource mix, including
dispatchable resources.

3. Flexibility and security of distribution
resources including energy efficiency,
demand response, distributed energy
resources, plus well thought out methods
for implementing large load growth from
data centers, electric vehicles, and other
forms of electrification.

THE ECONOMIC COST
OF A BLACKOUT
The Department of Energy
estimated the cost of the 2003
blackout to be $6 Billion

 Lost production and

production damages

1.

 Lost commercial operations2.

 Overtime wages3.

 Government emergency

service and overtime costs

4.

 Utility restoration5.

 Food and commodity spoilage

en masse

6.

 Supply chain disruption7.

 Insecurity in the market8.

Public



Audit and Enforcement

We audit utility companies on
mandated standards related to
cybersecurity, vegetation
management near vital power
lines, preparation for extreme
weather and more.

Outreach and Training

We also promote the reliability
and security of the electric grid
through outreach and training
to these companies on best
practices.

Analysis and
Recommendations

We conduct our own analysis
and projections related to
resource planning and more,
serving as an independent
source state bodies call on for
input on energy policy
decisions.  

+1 (216) 503-0600

communications@rfirst.org

3 Summit Park Dr, Ste 600 
Cleveland, OH

www.rfirst.org

WHO WE ARE

W H A T  W E  D O

ReliabilityFirst is one of six regional organizations which, in
conjunction with the North American Electric Reliability
Corporation (NERC), are known as the Electric Reliability
Organization (ERO) Enterprise, responsible for ensuring the
reliability and security of the North American Bulk Electric
System. 

Under the authority of the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission (FERC), we audit utility companies on mandated
standards related to cybersecurity, vegetation management
near vital power lines, preparation for extreme weather and
more. We also promote the reliability and security of the
electric grid through outreach, training and analysis, that
includes partnership with communities and experts. 

We are based out of Cleveland, Ohio, and our footprint
includes all or portions of Delaware, New Jersey, Pennsylvania,
Maryland, Virginia, Illinois, Wisconsin, Indiana, Ohio, Michigan,
Kentucky, West Virginia, Tennessee and the District of
Columbia.

E S T .  P O P U L A T I O N
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R E G I S T E R E D  E N T I T I E S

300+

Scan for more
information
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https://www.nerc.com/AboutNERC/keyplayers/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.nerc.com/
https://www.nerc.com/pa/RAPA/Pages/BES.aspx
https://www.nerc.com/pa/RAPA/Pages/BES.aspx
https://www.ferc.gov/



